C-FARE would also like to thank the economists
who provide information and guidance to the
policy process. We applaud our colleagues on
Capitol Hill and at the agencies who provide the
expertise, information, and support the lawmak-
ers’ request. VWe encourage you to contact
them if you have questions regarding issues
related to agricultural economics:

Economists for the House Agricul-
ture Committee and Senate Agricul-
ture, Nutrition and Forestry Com-
mittees, especially:

Craig Jagger — House Agriculture Committee Majority
Staff, Chief Economist

Stephanie Mercier — Senate Agriculture Committee
Majority Staff, Chief Economist

Hayden Milberg — Senate Agriculture Committee
Minority Staff; Senior Economist

USDA Economic Research Service
(ERS)

ERS is the main source of economic informa-
tion and research from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. ERS research informs and enhances
public and private decision making on economic
and policy issues related to agriculture, food,
natural resources, and rural development. For
more information, C-FARE encourages you to
visit their website.

www.ers.usda.gov

USDA National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS)

The NASS mission is to provide timely, accurate,
and useful statistics in service to U. S. agriculture.
NASS releases over 400 National statistical
reports every year covering crop and livestock
production, stocks, dairy products, prices, farm
labor; and production inputs. If you require
information on a regional, state, or district level,
we encourage you to contact NASS.
www.nass.usda.gov

USDA Cooperative State Research,
Education, and Extension Service
(CSREES)

The mission of CSREES s to advance knowledge
for agriculture, the environment, human health
and well-being, and communities by supporting
research, education, and extension programs in
the Land-Grant University System and other
partner organizations. Please contact CSREES if
you have questions on funding of economics at
Land-Grant institutions.

www.csrees.usda.gov

USDA Agricultural Marketing
Service (AMS)

AMS facilitates the strategic marketing of agri-
cultural products in domestic and international
markets while ensuring fair trading practices
and promoting a competitive and efficient
marketplace. AMS constantly works to develop
new marketing services to increase customer
satisfaction.

http://www.ams.usda.gov/

USDA Office of the Chief Economist
(OCE)

OCE advises the Secretary on the economic sit-
uation in agricultural markets and the economic
implications of policies and programs affecting
American agriculture and rural communities.
OCE serves as the focal point for economic
intelligence and analysis related to agricultural
markets and for risk assessment and cost-benefit
analysis related to Departmental regulations
affecting food and agriculture.
http://www.usda.gov/oce/

World Agricultural Outlook Board
(WAOB)

WAOB serves as USDA's focal point for eco-
nomic intelligence and the commodity out-

look for U.S. and world agriculture. The Board
coordinates, reviews, and approves the monthly
World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates
(WASDE) report, houses OCE's Joint Agricul-
tural Weather Facility, and coordinates USDA’s
Agricultural Outlook Forum. Annually, the Forum
attracts 1,500 attendees, including producers,
policymakers, business leaders, and government
and industry analysts.
http://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/index.htm

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service
(FAS)

FAS works to improve foreign market access for
U.S. products, build new markets, improve the
competitive position of U.S. agriculture in the
global marketplace, and provide food aid and
technical assistance to foreign countries.
http://www.fas.usda.gov/

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
FSA administers and manages farm commodity,
credit, conservation, disaster and loan programs
as laid out by Congress through a network of
federal, state and county offices. These pro-
grams are designed to improve the economic
stability of the agricultural industry and to help
farmers adjust production to meet demand. Ec-
onomically, the desired result of these programs
is a steady price range for agricultural commodi-
ties for both farmers and consumers.
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)

To provide leadership in a partnership effort to
help America’s private land owners and manag-
ers conserve their soil, water, and other natural
resources.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

In addition, please do not hesitate to contact
C-FARE if you would like information from a
college of agriculture and natural resources from
your state or region. We would be pleased to
connect you with the appropriate resources.

C-FARE would like thank the numerous groups
that make C-FARE a success through their input,
financial support, and/or leadership:

* American Agricultural Economics Association
(AAEA)

* AAEA Foundation

* American Farm Bureau Federation

» Farm Foundation

* International Dairy Foods Association

* National Association of Agricultural Econom-
ics Administrators

» Southern Agricuttural Economics Association
» US Environmental Protection Agency
» USDA — Agricultural Marketing Service

» USDA — Cooperative State Research, Educa-
tion, and Extension Service

e USDA — Economic Research Service

» USDA — Grain Inspection, Packers, and Stock-
yards Administration

» USDA — National Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice

* USDA — Natural Resources Conservation
Service

» USDA Economists Group

And the academic departments of food, agricul-
tural, natural resources and applied economics
across the country.

C-FARE would also like to extend our grati-
tude to Congressman Peterson and the House
Agriculture Committee for reserving the room
for the reception!
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" ’ CONGRESSMAN CHET EDWARDS

-

PSS Congressman Chet Edwards represents Central Texas' | 7th
= Congressional District. First elected to Congress in 1990, he

Congressman Edwards is one of the few House Members

who serves on both the Budget and Appropriations Com-

mittees. On the Appropriations Committee he is the Chair-
man of the Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Subcommittee,Vice Chair of the
Energy and Water Subcommittee and a member of the Financial Services Subcommittee.

has developed a reputation of working hard and effectively
; ’ for his constituents in the farming and ranching industry.

Congressman Edwards graduated Magna Cum Laude with a B.A. in Economics from
Texas A&M University in |974. He then worked for 3 years for Congressman Olin E.
“Tiger'"Teague. Congressman Edwards then went on to earn an MBA from the Harvard
Business School.

Congressman Edwards was nominated by Texas A&M University's Department of Agricul-
tural Economics. The department states,“He has been an ardent supporter of funding for
agricultural research and innovation throughout his tenure in Congress.” They added, “Early
in his career he recognized the importance of agriculture, not only to his constituents in
Central Texas, but to a nation founded on its hardworking principles.”

C-FARE is very grateful of the continued support the Congressman shows regarding the
importance of economic analysis in improving public policy.

CONGRESSMAN FRANK LUCAS

Congressman Frank Lucas represents Oklahoma'’s Third
Congressional District and is a fifth generation Oklahoman
whose family has lived and farmed in Oklahoma for over 100
years. He was first elected to the United States House of
Representatives in a special election in 1994, and is currently
serving his ninth term.

Prior to his service in the U.S. Congress, Lucas served for five
and a half years in the Oklahoma State House of Representatives. Currently, Congressman
Lucas serves as the Ranking Member of the House Committee on Agriculture. In addition,
he serves on the House Committee on Financial Services and the House Committee on
Science and Technology.

Lucas graduated from Oklahoma State University in 1982 with a degree in Agricultural
Economics. Oklahoma State University's Department of Agricultural Economics nominated
Congressman Lucas. In the nomination they state,Since taking office in 1994 Congress-
man Lucas has maintained a strong linkage with the Oklahoma State University Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics.” They added, “In his second term, Mr: Lucas established
an agricultural policy internship and has provided funding and training for undergraduate
agricultural economists, many of whom obtained graduate degrees and now work in D.C. in
policy related areas. Mr: Lucas continues to mentor many of these former interns.”

C-FARE is pleased to recognize the outstanding leadership and efforts of this remarkable
graduate of our profession and commend him on his continued appreciation and applica-




